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Island Heights Office Of Emergency Management




Tel: 732-270-5500



email: ISLHTSOEM@Comcast.net


In this issue…

· 2010 Atlantic Hurricane Forecast
· Gulf Oil Spill Impact on NJ
· Family Emergency Operations Plan

· Evacuation Instructions

2010 Hurricane Season Forecast
According to representatives from the National Hurricane Center and NOAA (National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration)  2010 may likely be a busier than normal hurricane season. Hurricane season in the Atlantic begins June 1st and ends November 30th. They are predicting 14-23 named storms, 8-14 hurricanes, of which 3-7 will be major hurricanes (greater than 100 mph sustained winds). This heavier than normal storm expectation is caused mainly by the El Nino effect, where ocean temperatures off the coast of Africa are warmer than normal and there is less wind shear to break up these storms over the ocean. All residents should heed storm and hurricane warnings and have their emergency supplies kit available.
Hurricane categories are:

Category 1 (Sustained winds 74-95 mph)

Category 2 (Sustained winds 96-110 mph)

Category 3 (Sustained winds 111-130 mph)

Category 4 (Sustained winds 131-154 mph)

Category 5 (Sustained winds greater than 155 mph)
A "hurricane watch" is issued whenever a hurricane becomes a threat to coastal areas.  Everyone in the area covered by the "watch" should listen for further advisories and be prepared to act promptly if a hurricane warning or evacuation order is issued. 

"A "hurricane warning" is issued when hurricane winds of seventy-four miles an hour or higher, or a 

combination of dangerously high water and very rough seas, are expected in a specific coastal area 

within twenty-four hours.  Precautionary actions should begin immediately. 

For more information, please go to:

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100527_hurricaneoutlook.html

Gulf Oil Spill impact on New Jersey
According to representatives from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), while the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico is having devastating consequences to the Gulf region, Florida, Alabama, Georgia and Texas, there is little chance that the New Jersey coastline will feel an environmental impact caused by the escaping oil. It would take a series of unlikely events to push the oil and its residue toward our shore. In the event that these unlikely events should occur, any oil approaching New Jersey’s coastline will not reach here until late September or October. The NJDEP is working very closely with Rutgers University and NJIT Oceanographic experts, FEMA, Commercial Fisherman and Lobstermen, Fish and Game , NOAA, State, County and Municipal Emergency Management agencies and others to track the movement of the oil spill, forecast its path(s) and potential impacts and to ensure maximum preparedness. Rutgers University has sent numerous pieces of equipment and experts to the Gulf region to study the currents. The NJDEP has been training commercial fishermen on how to spot any residue from the oil spill and what can be done to contain it. The State has collected data on available booming equipment and made arrangements with manufacturers to ensure that booming supplies will be available to New Jersey if needed. For further information, please go to:
http://www.nj.gov/dep/oilspill
Please pay special attention to their ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section.
Family Emergency Operations Plan 

Does your family have an Emergency Operations Plan? If not, you should. Don't wait until an emergency or disaster strikes before you develop your plan. You really need to identify what type 

of hazards and potential risks your area faces, what you will take with you if you are asked to evacuate, what you will do with your pets and livestock, where you will go if you are asked to

evacuate, etc. 
The following Ocean County stations will provide information regarding shelter locations, evacuations routes and other pertinent information:" 

Radio Stations: 92.7 FM WOBM 

98.5 FM WBBO 

99.7 FM WBHX 

100.1 FM WJRZ 

Television Stations: Comcast Cable

If you are told to EVACUATE, where will you go and what should you bring?

In the event that an evacuation is ordered, the Island Heights OEM will coordinate with the Police, Fire and First Aid Departments to notify all residents. Residents will be advised to take emergency supplies with them, secure their home and leave as quickly as possible. Evacuation routes will be established by the Police Department. Generally, Island Heights residents will be asked to leave the Borough via West End Avenue, Central Avenue or Maple Avenue, go East on Route 37 and turn North onto Fischer Boulevard. Further evacuation route instructions will be provided along the way, depending on the type and size of the emergency.

During school days, all school children will be evacuated to other schools away from the emergency site using school busses coordinated by Ocean County. Island Heights Grade School children will be transported to Toms River High School North. Central Regional students will be transported to Ocean County College. St. Joseph’s Grade School and Monsignor Donovan High School students will be transported by bus to Toms River Intermediate East School. 
Island Heights OEM will assist anyone who is mobility impaired, vision impaired or hearing impaired to evacuate. If you or someone you know may need this assistance, you should advise the Island Heights OEM in advance.
If you are ordered to evacuate, you should bring with you:

· Prescription medicines and medical information for each person.

· Non-prescription drugs (aspirin, antacids, etc.)

· Two day supply of bottled water for each person

· Two day supply of ready to eat foods for each person

· Baby supplies (formula, diapers, medications)

· Sanitary supplies (toilet paper, disinfectant, etc.)

· Several days supply of clothing for each person

· Any special dietary needs

· Telephone numbers of doctors, pharmacists, friends and relatives

· Flashlights and portable radio, spare batteries

· Pets, and pet supplies

· First Aid Kit

· Cash or Travelers Checks

· Maps of the area

· Identification (Driver’s license, etc.)

· Cell Phone and chargers (Car and AC)

If you are sent to a shelter, you will be provided with meals, sleeping facilities, rest room facilities and, in some cases, arrangements for pets. Pet owners need to advise Shelter Managers if they have their pet(s) with them.
