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Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

February 7, 2006

_______________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.

Second Public Hearing for Community Development Block Grant.

Summary:  The second public hearing regarding the funding availability from the community development block grant was held.  Mr. O’Donnell, borough engineer stated that an application would be submitted on behalf of the borough in the amount of $55,000.00 for handicapped ramps at the police department and at various areas throughout the borough.  No applications were submitted from outside organizations.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Presentation by the Island Heights Recreation Committee 5 year Capital Improvement Plan.

Summary:  Rob Harrington from the Island Heights Recreation Committee presented a five (5) year recreation plan to the Mayor and Council Members.  He stated that the Recreation Committee having looked at all parks within the borough decided to concentrate on the installation of playground equipment at Memorial Field.  He further stated that cost of the equipment would be approximately $48,000.00.  Copies of the plan may be reviewed at borough hall.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Karen L. Hershey, Council Member (732) 288-0388

1.  Adopt Resolution 2006 - 14 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE OCEAN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT COMMITTEE.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the filing of an application with the Ocean County Community Development Block Grant Committee.  See Second Public Hearing Above.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415
2.  Approve request from Toms River Rotary to hold 15th Annual Sailfest on September 9, 2006; and to approve the following:  (12th event for Island Heights).


1.  Road Closing Permit Application


2.  Application for Special Permit for Social Affair (ABC) License


3.  Place of Signs; Triangle Park and Central Avenue Pavilion
Summary:  With two abstentions, the Mayor and Council Members approved a request to hold the 15th Annual Sailfest on September 9, 2006 in Island Heights.  In addition approved a road 
closing permit, an application for special permit for social affair (ABC) license and signs at Triangle Park and the Central Avenue Pavilion.   For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
3.  Adopt Resolution 2006-12 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND 
HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, SUPPORTING THE FIRST ANNUAL EARTH DAY CELEBRATION.

Summary:  The 
Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution supporting the first Annual Earth Day Celebration.  Earth day is Saturday, April 22, 2006.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Betsy Hyle, Council Member (732) 831-1060
4.  Approve payments of obligations chargeable to the 2005 operating budget, and the 2006 temporary operating budget.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
5.  Approve the following purchase order request:

Yardville Supply 150 – 80 Lb. Bags of Solar Salt $1,125.00
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of a purchase order to Yardville Supply for 150 – 80 lb. bags of Solar Salt, in the amount of $1,125.00.  For details contact:  E. Jay Price, Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Brian Hall, Council Member (732) 288-9483
6.  Adopt Resolution 2006 – 13 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.
Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Liaison Reports

Mayor David M. Siddons reported on a meeting at Central Regional High School on January 31, 2006 with the Ocean County Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Bruce Greenfield.  For details see Council President Michael L. Frankovich’s report below. 
Council President Michael L. Frankovich reported that a meeting was called on January 31, 2006 at Central Regional High School by Ocean County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Bruce Greenfield. The purpose of the meeting was to satisfy the requirement as sated in NJSA 18A:13-51 and to review the dissolution process and time frames. Those represented were all constituent school districts: Seaside Park, Seaside Heights, Island Heights, Ocean Gate, and Berkeley Township.  Attending on behalf of Island Heights were Mayor David Siddons, Council President Michael Frankovich, Borough Administrator Adrian Fanning, Superintendent John Lichtenberg, and Board of Education President Lisa Wardle.  At this time Seaside Heights and Ocean Gate have not submitted a formal education plan to the County superintendent's office.  Dr. Greenfield will complete his study within 60 days of the receipt of the educational plans from the two communities. The county superintendent shall complete his feasibility study that will contain statements concerning current assets and operating expenses of the regional district, demographics, and other financial and educational data and information deemed necessary for local boards, the regional boards and municipalities to form an educated decision. 
Council Member Jim Biggs reported tax and water/sewer payments should be mailed to:  Borough of Island Heights, Post Office Box 588

Island Heights, NJ 08732-0588.  In addition, applications for the 2005 Property Tax Reimbursement (PTR) are currently being mailed to senior citizens and disabled residents who may be eligible for the PTR program.  If you have already been a part of the PTR program you should be receiving your applications in the mail.

For questions, contact the Property Tax Reimbursement Hotline at 1-800-882-6597 or email to "taxation@tax.state.nj.us.  Finally, Mr. Biggs gave the following police report:  As of 3 PM on February 7, 2006 there was over 1,560 calls to service for the police department.  There were 45 motor vehicle stops since the last meeting of Mayor and Council resulting in: 20 warnings being issued, and 25+ summonses issued.  Since the last council meeting, the police department also responded to several first aid calls and several motor vehicle accidents.  There was one report of a missing person filed (later found), and one vehicle was reported stolen (Please lock your cars).

Council Member Brian Hall reported on the public works collection site behind the borough garage.  He stated that mini grant applications from Ocean County are not yet available.  As soon as they become available he will submit an application for funding to help defray the costs of the new recycling center at the borough garage.  He further stated that the recycling truck will have to be replaced in the very near future.   
Council Member Karen L. Hershey thanked Rob Harrington and the other members of the recreation committee for putting together an excellent presentation regarding the playground project.  Ms. Hershey reported that the plans for the playground equipment will be available for public inspection at the borough hall.  Residents are encouraged to take a look at the proposal.
In addition, Councilwoman Hershey also reported that the first meeting of the Environmental Committee is scheduled for Wednesday, February 8, 2006 at 7:30 PM.  Finally, Ms. Hershey reported that the Island Heights Cultural and Heritage Association will hold their annual wine tasting/ dinner party at Cafe Italia on Thursday, April 20, 2006 from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM, the cost is $50.  Ms. Hershey said that last year's event was a huge success.  Interested wine tasters (and lovers of great Italian food) should sign up early as this event will fill up fast.  Call (732) 929-2815 to make a reservation. 
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported that Saturday was the First Aid Squad installation dinner at the Lobster Shanty in Toms River. 

Installed for the coming year were:  President-Diane Cullen, Vice-President- Karen Kier, Secretary- Linda DiGiulio, Treasurer- Emma Lusnia, Captain- Pete Kier, 1st Lt.- Audrey Brindley, 2nd Lt.- Joe McGarry, and Sergeant- Charlie Grainger.  A special recognition goes out to Bob Hoxworth who was awarded a 25-year pin. 

Congratulations to all who serve as officers and/or volunteers in the First Aid Squad.  The town is most appreciative of your time and dedication.
Borough Engineer Michael O’Donnell reported on the Island Heights sewer system.  He provided Mayor and Council with a table of monthly water usage compared to the sewage flows.  This table compared the actual rainfall to the average rainfall for the entire year.  He stated that the rainfall for 2005 was seven inches higher than the average rainfall for the entire year.  The total sewage flow for 2005 was 49.8 million gallons.  The data in the table indicates that the borough sewer system is tight and does not appear to have excess infiltration.  He will continue to monitor the sewer system flows to observe any abnormalities which may indicate a potential infiltration/inflow problem.  Some sections of the sewer system may need root treatment to avoid sewer backups.  The public works department will monitor the frequency of root problems and advise the Mayor and council when root treatments should be conducted.
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor:

Island Heights Post Office
Other Borough Actions

Adopt Resolution 2006 - 14 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, RECOGNIZING 25 YEARS OF SERVICE ELLIE ROGALSKI.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution recognizing Ellie Rogalski’s 25 years of service with the Borough of Island Heights.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231

Mayors’ Appointment to the Island Heights Environmental Committee.

Summary:  The Mayor appointed Margaret Laratta as a member of the Island Heights Environmental Committee.  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the appointment.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231  

Mayors’ Appointment to the Island Heights Planning Board.

Summary:  The Mayor appointed Fred A. DeFeo as a member of the Island Heights Planning Board.  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the appointment.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, David M. Siddons, Mayor (732) 929-1231
Other Items of Interest
The Island Heights Board of Health regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 14, 2006 at 9:00 AM held at the borough hall.
Island Heights Municipal Offices will be closed on Monday, February 20, 2006 for Washington’s birthday.

The Mayor and Council regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 21, 2006 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.

The Central Regional School Board regularly scheduled meeting is Thursday, February 23, 2005 at 7:00 PM at the Board of Education building, Forest Hills Parkway, Bayville.

The Island Heights Recreation Committee regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, February 27, 2006 at 7:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Island Heights Municipal Alliance Committee (MAC) regularly scheduled meeting is Tuesday, February 28, 2006 at 6:30 PM held at the borough hall.
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax & Water/Sewer Office and Finance/Purchasing are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.
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