[image: image1.jpg]


Mayor and Council Newsletter


Borough of Island Heights

Council Meeting

May 19, 2009

www.islandheightsboro.com

___________________________________________________________________


Agenda items are listed in the order that they were acted upon.  Each agenda item is summarized.  The mayor and/or council member familiar with the action is listed along with a telephone number.  Bulleted items were not part of the agenda but are for informational purposes.

Mayor – Jim Biggs - Present
Council President Al Gabriel - Present

Council Members present:  John Bendel, Michael L. Frankovich, Greg Heizler, Betsy Hyle, Brian Taboada
Council members absent:  None 
Prior to the start of the meeting, the formal oath of office was administered.  

Summary:  Jim Biggs was sworn in by the Borough Clerk Ellie Rogalski to fill the unexpired term of the late Mayor David M. Siddons.  The term shall expire June 30, 2010.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski - Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
1.  First reading and introduction of Ordinance 2009 – 03, entitled, AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A.40A:4-45.14)

Summary:  After first reading and introduction of ordinance 2009 - 03, the Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved an ordinance authorizing exceeding the municipal budget appropriation limits and to establish a cap bank per N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14.  This ordinance is in accordance with the budgeting procedures, which permits the borough to increase appropriations within the capped portion of the budget to a maximum of 3.5% over the previous year.  The additional 1% increase amounts to $18,707.66.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
2.  Adopt Resolution 2009 – 29 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, MUNICIPALITIES IN SOUND FISCAL CONDITION TO ASSUME THE RESPONSIBILITY, NORMALLY GRANTED TO THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES, OF CONDUCTING THE ANNUAL BUDGET EXAMINATION.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing municipalities in sound fiscal condition to assume the responsibility, normally granted to the director 
of the division of local government services, of conducting, the annual budget examination.  Municipalities in sound fiscal condition are allowed to review their budgets in house two out 
of every three years.  Prior to 1997, the state reviewed every municipal budget every year.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
3.  Adopt Resolution 2009 – 30 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DETERMINING THE AMOUNT TO BE RAISED BY TAXATION FOR LOCAL SCHOOL PURPOSE FOR THE 2009/2010 SCHOOL TAX YEAR.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution determining the amount to be raised by taxation for local school purpose for the 2009/2010 school tax year.  The Borough Administrator explained that after a meeting between the five municipalities that make up the Central Regional School District, an agreement was reached that called for a cut in the Central Regional budget of $150,000.00.  The defeated school budget of $25,505,898 for general fund expenses was reduced to $25,355,898.  There will be no cut in programs.  The Central Regional Board of Education reviewed the recommended line item reductions by the consitutuent districts and determined that these reductions will not affect Central Regional’s ability to provide a thorough and efficient education, or impact the board’s overall operations given the need for long term planning and budgeting.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison
4.  Adopt Resolution 2009 – 31 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS PURSUANT TO THE FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BID SPECIFICATIONS.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the Clerk to advertise for requests for proposals pursuant to the fair and open process in accordance with the bid specifications.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski - Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
5.  Adopt Resolution 2009 – 33 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL OF BOROUGH OWNED PROPERTY.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the disposal of borough owned property.  The property in question is a 1997 Crown Victoria (police).  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning, Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor 
6.  Adopt Resolution 2009 – 34 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENERGY AUDIT PROGRAM OF THE NEW JERSEY BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved a resolution authorizing the submission of an application for participating in the local government energy audit program of the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Greg Heizler – Council Member Liaison 
7.  Approve payment of obligations chargeable to the 2008 operating budget and 2009 temporary operating budget. 
Summary:  With two abstentions on two different bills, and one invoice for a professional service was pulled from the bill list, the Mayor and Council Members approved the obligations chargeable to the operating budgets.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
8.  Approve the following Purchase Order request:  


Requesting Dept: 

Police Department


 GTBM Inc. 
Item/Service:  Info Cop Device License GSA Renewal
Total:  $1,050.00

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the issuance of purchase order for the items listed above.  For details contact:  Lt. Kevin Arnold – (732) 270-3006 , Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council Member Liaison
9.  Approve the request for use of Pavilion for the following:  Wedding Ceremony – Danielle Porcella/Thomas Peregman, July 18, 2009 4:30 PM – 5:00 PM; certificate of insurance supplied.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the use of the Pavilion for the wedding ceremony of Danielle Porcella/Thomas Peregman on July 18, 2009, 4:30 PM – 5:00 PM.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski – Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
10.  Approve the following Raffle License:  R2009 – 05; Ocean County Artist Guild, September 6, 2009.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved Raffle License R2009 – 05; Ocean County Artist Guild, September 6, 2009.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski - Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
11.  Approve the hiring of Mike McDaniels as a temporary employee for public works at $11.00 per hour.

Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved the hiring of Mike McDaniels as a temporary employee for public works at $11.00 per hour.  For details contact:  Jon Brodbeck - Assistant Superintendent of Public Works (732) 270-6424, Adrian Fanning – Administrator / Chief Financial Officer, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison
12.  Approve the following meeting minutes:  February 10th, 2009 corrected, April 14th, 2009.

Summary:  With two abstentions, the Council President and Council Members approved the meeting minutes from the February 10th, 2009 corrected and the April 14th, 2009 regular council meetings.  For details contact:  Ellie Rogalski - Borough Clerk (732) 270-6415, Al Gabriel – Council Member Liaison       
13.  Adopt Resolution 2009 - 32 entitled, RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF ISLAND HEIGHTS, COUNTY OF OCEAN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY, TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION.

Summary:  There were no items for closed session; therefore this resolution was not acted upon.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator/CFO (732) 270-6415, Jim Biggs – Mayor
Liaison Reports
Mayor Jim Biggs stated that the borough will be working to be as transparant and open as possible so that all of our residents are as fully informed as is possible.  Mayor Biggs will be at borough hall every Monday evening from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM to be available to the residents.  Otherwise stop him when you see him.
Council President Al Gabriel questioned why there are no plans for the bulkhead at River and Simpson Avenues.  The plans on file reflect a timber bulkhead, and the proposed construction is aluminum.  The plans are concept plans and Mr. Gabriel is requesting construction plans, which are non-existant.     
Council Member John Bendel reported that after an informal request by council he asked the Island Heights Planning Board for their opinion of the 2006 International Property Maintenance Code as the basis for an update of the borough’s own maintenance code.  Mr. Bendel said that at its May 13th meeting, the Planning Board was unsure if such an opinion was within its authority. Planning Board Chairman Garrett Joest asked that the board counsel look into that question.  So the council request remains with the Planning Board at least until the attorney comes back with that opinion.      

Council Member Michael L. Frankovich reported on the Island Heights Police Department.  There have been 14 investigative reports taken since the last council meeting.  There were two verbal disputes, one motor vehicle accident, one disorderly conduct report, one theft report, two criminal mischief reports, one fall victim on borough property / OJI, two impound reports, one death report, two warrant arrests and one driving while intoxicated.  In addition, there have been 5,617 calls to service reported this year and 63 motor vehicle stops since the last meeting.  “Click it or Ticket” has started and there will be increased police on all roads through out the State.  There are no warnings given during this time period, so please advise all drivers to wear their seatbelts and be safe.  In addition, Mr. Frankovich stated that Lucas Bernaldo requested permission to build benches at Boy Scout Island to meet the requirement of community service for his Eagle Scout badge.  As the town recently installed four benches, we are looking into alternate projects.
Council Member Greg Heizler invited everyone to come to the Annual Barnegat Bay Festival on June 7th.  We have begun the energy audit process in hopes of eliminating electricity costs for all of the borough's builidings, and help reduce green house emissions.  Thank you to Brian Hall and Dillon's Creek Marina for being the first such business in the State to make the marina's boat washing facilities green.  In short, the water used to wash boats at the marina is filtered to remove all of the pollutants before being discharged into our local waterways. 
Council Member Betsy Hyle reported on the following:  The Barnegat Bay Festival is on Sunday, June 7th right at Wanamaker field from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM rain or shine.  Sponsored by the Barnegat Bay National Estuary Program, the festival will once again feature an arts and crafts show, musical entertainment, an aquarium touch tank, lots of hands-on activities for the whole family…and dozens of environmental exhibits. Among the exhibitors will be those representing several borough organizations and committees: the Environmental Committee, the Senior Advisory Committee, the Cultural & Heritage Association, and the Friends of the Library.  A perfect time to meet some of the volunteers involved with those groups!  Cultural & Heritage Association:  Annual Island Heights Garden Tour on Saturday, June 20th (raindate-Sunday June 21st) from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  Tickets will be available at their table at the Barnegat Bay Festival and are $10 if bought before the event…$15 day of the event.  Check the post office bulletin board for more details.

Senior Advisory Committee:  Collection for our Soldiers:  There are at least two young men from Island Heights serving our country in the Middle East.  The Senior Advisory Committee would like to let them know that the folks here in town are thinking about them.  To do that… the committee is asking residents to drop off small needed items at borough hall during the month of June.  Please see the enclosed flyer for the types of items needed (those as listed only).  These will be boxed up and shipped to our local soldiers who can then share with their squads.  Senior Get-Together:  Please join us for June’s Get-Together on Thursday, June 18th at the Island Heights Grade School in the large meeting room.  We kick off the morning at 9:00 AM with Senior Advisory Committee member Pat Smith, who wearing her other hat as an artist will teach us the art of pencil sketching.  Don’t need to bring anything-supplies will be provided.  After a wonderful hour of gentle yoga, lunch will be provided so please join us.  YOGA: There is currently a six-week gentle yoga class (chair & mat) in progress every Thursday morning at 10:15 AM at the Island Heights Grade School.  Nancy White, former Island Heights Grade School teacher is the instructor.  It will wind up Thursday June 11th…and if there is enough interest, it will be continued throughout the summer either at the school or borough hall.  The cost will be $5 per session or $25 for 6 sessions.  If you are interested in either joining now in progress or signing up for the June/July sessions please call Betsy Hyle (732-831-1060). 
Council Member Brian Taboada thanked everyone who volunteered or participated in the Kiwanis River to Bay 5K.  It was a huge success with over 356 participants.  “I look forward to next years race where I heard a rumor council will have its own division” (kidding).  Mr. Taboada also thanked all the participants of the Environmental Committees’ boardwalk planting.  It looks terrific.  Also in there is a special thanks to the Island Heights Public Works Department who tilled the ground and moved dirt and mulch over to the site.  This was a tremendous help for all the volunteers.  In addition, Mr. Taboada mentioned something of interest for those in town who are environmentally minded.  Dillons Creek Marina (DCM) has developed a system for capturing the runoff from the power washing of the vessels at the marina.  This water is now treated for removal of metals and other contaminants prior to it being discharged to the Ocean County Utilities Authority (OCUA) as opposed to the standard industry practice of discharging in to the surrounding waters.  Samples were taken by the OCUA and they passed on all levels.  The sewage authority has given DCM the green light to stop discharging this waste water into our waterways and into the sanitary system with our boroughs approval.  A meter will be installed on this effluent connection to the sanitary system to determine proper billing.  This is a great example of how members of our community are contributing to making the waters which we recreate in and around our town safer and cleaner.  Last but far from least, I would like to thank Island Heights Public Works who have been working very diligently to repair several leaks in our water system.  Three separate leaks were repaired this week alone.  Leaks are forever an ongoing problem for any municipality and it is great to see us minimize the waste of resources and money by addressing our own. 
Privilege of the Floor

These subjects were discussed during Privilege of the Floor, for additional details please see the approved minutes on the borough website.

· Public safety issues/police, concerns have been forward to the Director/Liaison to Public Safety.
· Island Heights Public Works Department work schedule.

· The Island Heights Yacht Club Commissioning Ceremony will be held on Saturday, May 23, 2009.

Other Borough Actions
Approve request from Lucas Bernaldo to work on his Eagle Scout project.
Summary:  The Mayor and Council Members unanimously approved Lucas Bernaldo to work on an Eagle Scout Project to meet the requirements of community service for his Eagle Scout badge.  For details contact:  Adrian Fanning - Administrator / Chief Financial Officer (732) 270-6415, Michael L. Frankovich – Council Member Liaison 
The Municipal Clerk’s Office, Tax Collector & Water/Sewer Office, Finance & Purchasing, are open Monday – Friday 9:00 AM until 3:00 PM and Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  

Building & Fire Departments, Tax Assessor and Municipal Court are open Monday evening 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM. Please call the Borough Hall at (732) 270-6415 for days and times of offices not listed above.

mayorcouncil@islandheightsboro.com

Mayor Jim Biggs
Council Member John Bendel
April D. Elley, Newsletter Editor (732) 270-6415
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